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JOINT STATEHOOD 


CONVENTION. 


HELD AT MUSKOGEE, IND TER 


November 14, 1901. 


M e 


1902 
OKLAHOMA STATE CAPITAL, 
GUTHRIE OKLA 


Joint Statehood Convention. 
MUSKOGEE, I. T. 


The convention was called to order at 2.15 by Chairman Castle. 
Divine blessing was invoked by Rev. M. L. Buter, of Muskogee. 

Е С West, of Muskogee, welcomed the people to the city. 
When he said the sentiment of the people is “for one great and 
glorious state for the two territories,” there was loud applause. 
Again, when he said “We don't wau: the best of the arrangement 
of statehood, nor do we expect Oklahuma to want the advantage, 
but what we want is an equal copartnership in one common heritage 
of future glory,” there as loud applause. 


"We must not settle our affairs by quarreling, but by amicable 
adjustment, knowing that the benefit to one is to the advantage 
of all” was a sentiment that was applauded. He assured the dele- 
gates ot the sincerity of Muskogee’s welcome to the delegates. 


Colonel Roy Hoffman, of Chandler, responded to the address of 
welcome 


W. T. Hutchings, of Muskogee, was placed in nomination for 
temporary cnairman of the convention. The election was without 
dissent Mr Hutchings expressed his views on single statehood, 
confessing recent conversion to the idea, saying that six months ago 
he did not know what was best, but after a careful examination 
into'the facts surrounding the situation, and a scrutiny of the prob- 
lems confronting the people, he was firmly convinced that statehood 
for the Indian Territory could only be obtained by a union with 
Oklahoma, and that it could only be secured by pushing the matter 


now, and sending representatives to Washington keep the matter 
before Congress. 


_ “When a little less than a year ago, a single statehood conven- 
tion was held at South McAlester I did not favor it, but a careful 
examination of the situation convinces me that there is no other 
way, and single statehood is to us now a cloud by day and a pillar 


| fire by night to lead us out of the wilderness to the promised 
and.” А ? 
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Mr. Hutchings said that those opposing single statehood ha 
cried out, *Let's take care of the Indian!’ When the white many 
benefited, in the Indian Territory, the Indian has always been bene 
fited,” said Mr. Hutchings. “In 1898, a law was passed by Congres 
which says that every Indian citizen in the Territory must live on 
his allotment, and must not hold an inch more under penalty of the 
law. If an Indian citizen dies now, after selecting his allotment, 
where does his land go? Not to his heirs or assigns—not to hs 
family, but back to the tribe. 'This is not a condition that the Indian 
wants, but he wants to own his land with a patent to it, and when 
he dies it shall go to his family for their benfit.” 

Concluding his remarks, showing the benefit of statehood aiong 
educational lines, etc., Mr. Hutchings declared the convention ready 
for business. W. C. Herring, city marshal of Muskogee was elected 
sergeant-at-arms. Harry Gilstrap, of Chandler, was made secre . 
tary. Е. H. Greer had been agreed on for secretary, but could not ` 
serve. 3 
Judge Bradford, of Ardmore, moved that a committee of three . 
be appointed to arrange an order of business. The motion prevailed, . 
with an amendment by Governor Barnes, of Oklahoma, that the - 
committee be composed of six members from each territory. 

On motion of J. W. Hocker, of Purcell, a committee of six, three 
members from each territory, on credentials was adopted | 

J. Roy Williams, of Lawton, was elected assistant secretary. 

Bion 6. Hutchins, of Pauls Valley, moved that a committee of 
six be appointed on permanent organization. The motion carried. 

Governor C. M. Barnes, of Oklahoma, moved that a committee 
of thirty, fifteen from each territory, be appointed on resolutions. 
The motion was adopted. 

J. B. Turner, of Vinita, asked what the committee on resolu 
tions was expected to do, and urged that it be instructed to prepare 
a memorial to Congress, setting forth the needs of the two terri 
tories, as well as preparing suitable resolutions. “We want a ill 
of rights’ to go before Congress with,” said Mr. Turner, and the 
sentiment of the convention was with him. 

The committee on resolutions as selected by the delegates from 
each territory was appointed as follows: 

Oklahoma—R. B. Forrest, Louis N. Williams, Robert J. Raj, 
M. Е. Sharp, J. B. Ferguson, В. C. Eckles, Pat Nagle, Jere Johns, 
H. B. Gilstrap, Е. H. Greer, T. H. Doyle, С. B. Ames, W. H. Ret 
wine, Freeman E. Miller, Chas. F. Barrett. 

Indian Territory—F. H. Kellogg, E. E. Daniels, A. T. West, 7. 
J. McAlester, Choctaw Nation; D. D. Sayers, J. W. Hocker, U. & 
Wynn, Chickasaw Nation; J. B. Turner, Wm. Johnson, A. E. Ivey, 
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| А.Б. Haygood, Cherokee Nation; J. Е. Eads, D. M. Wisdom, A .F. 
Parkinson, A. G. W. Sango, Creek and Seminole Nations. 

The committee on ceredentials was as follows: C. H. Fiisun, 
w. M. Cross, D. A. Jacobs, Oklahoma; Bion 8. Hutchins, Wm. 
Noble, L W. Howe, Indian Territory. 

Committee on order of business: J. P. Woolsey, D. D. Leacu, 
J.R. Hale, Oklahoma; S B. Bradford, T N. Foster, Philip Samuels, 
[ndian Territory. 

£x-Governor Cassius M. Barnes, of Oklahoma, was called on 
for a speech when the committees retired to make their reports. 
He said that the facts demanding the attention of Congress for 
statehood for the two territories had been tbrashed over so much, 
and were so familiar to the people, that he felt that it would be 
unnecessary, and he thought now the time to act and not talk. He 
said that resolutions and memorials are worthless unless there 
is something behind them. He suggested that money should be 
raised to send representatives to Washington, to lay the matter be- 
fore Congress, and get the Congressional ear, and suggested that 
ideas on the best means of accomplishing this were more in order 
than a thrashing over of old straw about the necesaity of statehood. 

While the convention was taking a recess sever:l letters were 
read. One from Senator Chas. H. Deitrichs, of Nebraska, expressed 
the belief that there should be single statehood, and that Congress 
should heed the call for legislation from the territories. He ex- 
pressed the belief in the letter read, that if single statehood could 
not be had now that single territorial government should be given 
the two territories, and they should have a form of local self-govern- 
ment. A letter was read from Congressman Charles Curtis, of Kan- 
sas, author of the “Curtis Law,” now in effect in the Territory, wish- 
Ing success for the single statehood meeting today. 

A rather non-committal letter was read from Hon. Dennis T. 
Flynn, delegate in Congress from Oklahoma. A letter endorsing 
statehood, and saying that he believed the territories deserved 
statehood, was read. 

The committee on order of business made its report as follows: 

1. Hearing report of committee on credentials. 

2. Hearing report of committee on permanent organization. 

3. Hearing report of committee on resolutions. 

4. Selection of,an executive committee of fifteen from each 
Territory to carry on the work for single statehood. 

This committee suggested that a committee of six, three from 
each territory, be selected by the executive committee to take a 
memorial to Washington and press it before Congress, setting forth 
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the condition in the two territories, filing facts and other data, ay 
securing the attention of Congress at once, to take immedia 
action. The report was received. 

The report of the committee on credentials was read. The; 
port showed 210 accredited delegates from each territory. Fifteen 
counties in Oklahoma were represented by delegates, and fify 
municipalities in the Indian Territory. The report was received, 

The committee on permanent organization reported. It recom 
mended E. N. Ratcliff, of Vinita, for permanent chairman, am ` 
Harry Gilstrap, of Oklahoma, for permanent secretary, Roy E. Wil 


liams and Harry E. Brown as asaistant secretaries. The report was 
recoived. 


Permanent Chairman Ratcliff was escorted to the chair byt 
committee, and thanked the convention for the honor. He is a 
Indian citizen by adoption, but with a fair complexion that marks 
him more а Celt than an aboriginee of America. Не said that he | 
was a business man and not a speaker, and that his native home 
was Texas, therefore he could not be expected to favor a little two 
by-four state for the Indian Territory, and he is heart and soul for 
single statehood. 


Judge John R. Thomas, of Muskogee, was called on and ad 
dressed the convention briefly, stating that he had favored state. 
hood for the Territory independent of Oklahoma, but that was ш 
possible, and he now favored single statehood as that was bette 
than the present form of government, and as good as the people 
could get. These conditions, now existing, he said, do not please 
or meet the approval of white, red or black men in the Territory, 
and they all want a change to local self-government. He said th! 
eastern and norther republicans would never be willing, to mak 
two states with a probability of four democratic senators, and that 
alone would force the two territories to come in as one state, 
remain out indefinitely; and he expressed the opinion that the 00) 
way for either to get statehood is for them to join hands and knock 
at the congressional door together. He urged the convention to 
raise money and send a memorial’ to Congress in the hands of ше, 
who know how to present: these matters to the lawmakers, 21 
to get their attention. e} · 

D. С. Lewis, of Oklahoma City, spoke for single statehood fron : 
the standpoint of a republican; and said he would rather Бале: 
single state with woman's suffrage and prohibition than а gover 
ment ав Е now exists. | 

Freeman Miller spoke for single statehood from the democrat | 
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standpoint, and said that local self-government were better with 
republicans in power than the present carpetbag svstem of govern- 
ment. 

At 5:30 adjournment was taken till 6:30. It was later tnan 
that when the committee reported the following members of the 
executive committee: 

Oklahoma—R. B. Forrest, W. J. Hess, J. B. Ferguson, P. 8. 
Nagle, Jere Johnson, T. B. Knapp, L. G. Niblack, Ernest Boland, 
A. L. Welsh, B. B. Blakeney, J. M. Mathews, W. H. Redwine, L. P. 
Ross, E. C. Eckols, I. Billups. i 

Indian Territory —Harry Campbell, УУ. W. Witten, C. E. Foley, 
С. E. Castle, Creek Nations; Ed McKenna, W. H. Ansley, T. Co 
Humphrey, Wm. Noble, Choctaw Nations; L. W. Howe, W. L. 
Knott, S. B. Bradford, E. C. White, Chicasaw Nation; A. L. Kates, 
J. T. Smith, W. G. Smith, E. N. Ratcliff, Cherokee Nation. 

The executive committee selected the following delegates to 
goto Washington to present the memorial to Congress: 

Oklahoma—Governor C. M. Barnes, C. F. Barrett, T. H. Doyle. 

Indian Territory—S. B. Bradford, W. H. P. Trudgeon, C. E. 
Foley. 

The convention passed a vote of thanks to the people of Musko- 
gee for their hospitality, and then adjourned. 


^ MEMORIAT, TO CONGRESS. 


E 

Whereas, The people of Oklahoma Territory and the Indian 
Territory have assembled at the city of Muskogee, this 14th day of 
November, 1901, without reference to political affiliations, and 

Whereas, We believe that the two territories are ripe for 
immediate statehood and entitled to all the rights and ‘privileges 
afforded to à sovereign people under the principles which control re- 
publican forms of government. Now, therefore, we present the fol- 
lowing memorial to Congress: 

It has become evident that the union of Oklahoma and Indian 
Territories into one state is inevitable. They have the wealth, the 
"energy, and civilization entitling them to statehood at once. The 


territories have a population of more than eight hundred thousand - 


and an assessed value of real and personal property of more than 
$100,000,000, with an actual value of more than $300,000,000. 
Greater wealth and population than were possessed by a larger 
majority of the states when admitted into the United States. "More 
wealth and population than are now possessed by many of the 
States. There are in the two territories 211,000 school children. 

In the Indian Territory, exeepting a few incorporated towns, 
the people are without publie sehool for the education of their 
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children. It is the duty of Congress to give these people such gov. 


ernment as will enable them to protect their children from ignor- 
ance and vice. 


The people of the Indian Territory are without adequate roads 
and the schools are inadequate; they have no asyluma for the unfor. 
tunate, for the deaf, dumb, blind and insane. They cannot ave 
these because of no law of self-government. They are without 
authority to make laws for the protection of cities and towns from 
the ravages of fire and communities from pestilence and disease, 
The rural districts of the Indian Territory are without protectin 
to life and property. Great bodies of mineral lie dormant and 'in- 
productive and all industries languish for want of laws under which 
they can be properly developed. In agriculture and in mineral, in 
timber and all the natural tributes of wealth. They would forma 
state equal in point of resources to any in the federal union. The 
people of Oklahoma are anxious for self-government. They have 
every requisite for it. The people of the Indian Territory exist 
under intolerable conditions. They cry for relief. They feel that 
Congress should heed their voices. It was but a just tribute to the 
intelligence and patriotism of the Indians that Congress, in 1901, hy 
special enactment, declared all Indians in the Indian Territory citi- 
zens of the United States. With a]l the rights, privileges and bless 
ings of such, thus acknowledging them capable of self-government. 
All the citizens of Oklahoma and the Indian Territory are thor 
oughly capable of self-government. United into one state, the two 
territories would make a magnificent commonwealth. As ап evi 
dence of the fact that the two ferrtories are becoming homogeneous, 
the territory of Oklahoma has opened her institutions of higher 
education to the people of the Indian Territory. The vast change of 

_Sentiment in the Indian Territory on the question of union of 
Oklahoma during the last year, makes the people of the two tert 
tories practically a unit for single statehood. The two territories, 
when admitted to statehood, should be given the privilege incident 
thereto, together and at the same time, that each may enjoy alike 
the new progress that is certain to follow, and that harmony and 
co-operation on the part of the people of the two territories may 

. be accelerated and assured of. The permanent good of the people 

i is vastly more important than the temporary advantage of any .e& 
tion and we oppose any policy which would shape the course of 

statehood legislation of local advantage. As congress has provided 
large school reservations for the territory of Oklahoma, and for her 
public biuldings, we ask that Congress provide by some means ап 
appropriate amount of public landa for school purposes for the p^" 
ple of the Indian Territory. Both territories, by their represent- 
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Statehood Convention. 9 
atives in convention assembled, urge up.. .ongress the immediate 
passage of an enabling act providing for the formation of one state 
by the people of the two terrtories. ` 


We have ample property for taxation, the will and the desire 
to support the expenses of a state of government. 


Is that boon sought by all intelligent, patriotic American free- 
men, that of self-government, to be denied us longer? 


| RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED АТ MUSKOGEE CONVENTION 


NOVEMBER 14, 1901. 


Resolved, That Congress is hereby requested to pass an en- 
abling act immediately, providing that the Indian Territory and Ok- 
lahoma be given the right to hold a joint constitutional convention 
to form a state constitution for approval and submission to Con- 
gress for the admission of a new state into the Union, to be cem- 
posed of the country now occupied by the people of Oklahoma and 
the Indian Territory. 


Resolved, That efforts be made that Congress take appropriate 
steps at the coming session to remove the chaotic and oppressive 
conditions that prevail in the Indian Territory, and that all future 
legislation in regard to the territory be so shaped as to guarantee 
its people, now numbering approximately a half million souls, a 
stable, permanent and constitutional govérnment free as possible 
from outside federal dominations and irresponsible control. 


Resolved, ‘That single statehood composed of Oklahoma апа 
the Indian Territory obtained with proper restrictions and safe- 
guards is, in the sense.of this convention, the surest and earliest 
remedy for our many grievances, and that it will bring to us at its 
consummation large educational facilities equal and just taxation 
and equal privileges to all classes of our citizens without regard to 
race, and will be at the outset a state marvelous in resources, con- 
tident of immediate development and destined to take’a high rank 
in the sisterhood. | 


Resolved, That whereas it is a wise, settled policy of this nation 
that no more states of small area shall be brought into the Union, 
and Whereas there exists no difficulty in order. to preserve the 
equality of the states and the balance of power between the section, 
Why such small states should he created and perpetuated, therefore 

We petition Congress for the crown of a sovereign state, com- 
Posed of Oklahoma Territory and the Indian Territory commen- 
surate with the premises of this great republic. 
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Resolved, That we are unalterably opposed to the admissim 
to statehood of Oklahoma witb anv part of the Indian Territory 
tacked on, and the taking into of said state the Indian Territory by 
piecemeal, but we demand the admission of Oklahoma and India 
Territory as.a whole, according to their present boundaries. 


Resolved, That we are unalterably opposed to single state 
hood between Oklahoma and Indian Territory except upon aboslute 
equality in point of representation based upon population. 

Resolved, That the lands in the Indian Territory be allotted to 
the Indians of the several tribes immediately, and a fee simple title 
issue to said lands and the allottees be allowed to dispose of their 
lands other than their homesteads without restraint. 


EXTRACTS FROM REPORT OF GOVERNOR OF OKLAHOMA 
FOR 1900. 


The republican party conventions have repeatedly resolved in 
favor of Statehood for Oklahoma, with such conditions and addition 
as Congress may deem best. The allied parties in opposition de 
mand immediate statehood with Oklahoma and the Indian Territory 
as a single state. Both the democratic and republican national 
conventions promise statehood to Oklahoma in their respective plat 
forms: Itis therefore reasonably certain that in the near future 
Congress will pass an enabling act, and that Oklahoma. will soon be 
admitted as a state. 


The prosperous conditions prevailing in Oklahoma, her popu 
lation, area, and wealth, as shown by the four annual reports which 
I have had the honor to submit to you, when compared with like, 
conditions prevailing in a large number of states at the time of 
their admission into the Union, amply justify our claims for state 
hood. 


We have a larger population today than either of the states of 
Delaware, Idaho. Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, North Dakota, 
Utah, Vermont, or Wyoming. We polled a larger vote in 1896 than 
either of the states of Delaware, Florida, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, 
North Dakota, Rhode Island, or Montana. We have, as now 01521 
ized, a larger area than any of the following named states, TL 
Connecticut, Delaware, Indiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, Rhode Island, Vermont, or West 
Verginia. 7 

The actual wealth of Oklahoma is not less than $15,000,000, 
the assessed valuation of taxable wealth for the year 1900 is more 
than $49,000,000. 
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The following table shows the amount of actual and assessed 
wealth of several of the states at the date of their admission, stat 
tistics as to the other states not being obtainable here: 


N 

Actual Assessed 

STATE Wealth Wealth 
Wisconsin. lea riva pela Sel ПЕЕ ИЦ, ee es ($42, күк, ОШ $31, 280 ,000 
SIGLE, aged 000.000 000 
————— та € Е Ее 13 05 ‘800 
jo MR 24,000.000| 13 .200,000 
Oregoni diili ie араа ila este sa e sma sees 19.000,000 | 11 400,000 
Minnesota. cui ышт иеш nien Sees ees Ошый ыш. Таш Ее Sion 52\000,000 32, 087, '739 
о а преебава 22,000.000 | 13,296,000 
(Kansas ILL ori a o Mis RIA pue 31,000,000 | 22,500,000 
Oklahoma” quil шы шшш ae елыша Ват eaa 125,000,000 | 49'000,000 


The census of 1890 shows the population of Oklahoma to have 
been 61,884. A conservative estimate of present population is very 
close to 400,000. 


з 


Я a 


The following table shows the population of twenty-two states 
at the time of their admission and at the preceding and DEL. 
cengus: 


1 


| Represen-l ;4,|Estimat'd| Popula- 

State. - admis бате ratio беле Populate tion, Dy 

+ on previ's wien ad- OL ng 

SIOE- | census | CEĦSUS | mitted | census 

Vermont ...... 33,000 80,213 85,425 | 154,446 
Kentucky..... 33,000 70,109 73.677 | 220,955 
Tennessee . . 33,000 53,213 67,000 1 105,602 
Ohio .. пре 33,000 48,365 46,365 | 230,760 
Louisiana: osos o a eem ep 35,000 70,017 76,556 | 152,923 
Indiana моно нн „| 1816 | 35,000 60,074 63,879 | 147,178 
Mississippi...  . ........... 1817 35,000 40,352 35,512 75,448 
linois.. ........ Бы Ste go ede hole os dee ete TS 35,000 35,220 38,620 55,162 
Alabama used seus li at arcs 1819 35,000 67.901 | 127,901 | 127,901 
Missouri col шю... — | 1821 | 40,000 66.586 67,557 | 140,444 
Arkansas... сне сене .. | 1836 | 47,700 | 130,338 | 52,240 | 97,574 
Michigan нон „1183710 47,700 31,699 65,000 | 212,267 
Florida; ceo al wes ж. .. | 1845 70,680 54,477 64,000 87,445 
Jowa аа cst wes Peer m Ц 1846 | 70.680 43,112 78,819 | 192,214 
Wisconsin... uel шшш... | 1848 | 70,680 | 155,270 | 180,000 | 305,391 
California scree tea дит d 1850 93,423 92,597 |. 92,597 | 379.994 


комун. States... ..... u fuente | man 759103 | 77,380 |..--- 
MA JA ЙЫК ш 


= 


These figures show that Oklahoma Ваз five times the average 
population, and the enumeration of school children in the Territory 
for 1899 Was greater than the population of twenty of the states at 
the time of their admission into the Union. 
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The following table of figures shows the vote cast at Proj. 
dential elections and the number of years after their admission of 
twelve prominent states: 


— ee $ ae 


Y 
Хез | votes 


i 
STATE la Д 

{mission} C85 
i ——— 
Tennessee PN CT | 28 ! 20,725 
а me 8' 15/725 
Illinois ........ ee ME 10: 834 
MISSOUTI carie E | 15 5,192 
MissiSSIDDI A. Е L 15' 5007 
AEEdHSAS oii ey SIA nni | 4, 11,209 
* 28 18914 
‚ 4,963 
3° 15,177 
EN 
Мерава 2а та SLI MA NE | o 15168 
AVEIBRE: MH —— | 10, 13,133 


— 


Oklahoma in 1896 cast 53,000 votes. 


е 


The citizenship of Oklahoma is very largely composed of inteili- 
gent and educated people, American born and raised in the various 
states about us, who know the obligations and are willing to assume 
the full responsibilities of statehood. 


Respectfully submitted. C. M. BARNES, 
Governor. 


The Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C. 
COUNCIL JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 2. 


We, the members of the Council and the House of Represent- 
atives of the Sixth Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Okla- 
homa, do most respectfully and earnestly pray, petition and memor- 
alize you and your honorable bodies to grant to this Territory and 
its people at the earliest possible moment the high privileges ofa 
Sovereign state in the American Union. 

We represent a constituency of nearly half a million people, 
increasing with unexampled rapidity, who inhabit nearly 40,000 
square miles of fertile &oil and who own  $150,000,000 of wealth 
produced in a single decade from the wild prairie and the wilderness. 
In all its possible lines they stand at the very front of modern 
civilization. They have built and are supporting more:than tw? 
thousand common schools; six great institutions of learning; and 
more churches according to population and wealth than elsewhere 
in the world. They are a law-abiding and a law-enforcing people. 
In educational, moral and religious life; in material resources; M 
population and wealth; in energy, enterprise and accomplishment; 
in all the high ideals of honorable living, in patriotism and the 
staunch elements of America’s best citizenship, they are as unsil- 
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passed ав Шеу have proved themselves unrivalled in their capacities 


for self-government and in their culture and refinement. 

We sumbit to the judgment of a candid world that such a 
people ought not to be longer held in political subjection, but are 
and of right ought to be entitled to immediate admission into the 
American Union as a sovereign state. We would further call your 


respectful attention to the Indian Territory lying upon our eastern ` 


borders. Its natural resources are supplemental to those of Okla- 
homa. The abnormal conditions there existing as to title and 
tenure of lands, of citizenship and of social conditions are being 
rapidly composed to the American idea, and the law by slow and 
painful experience is learning to assert its power and to subserve 
public and individual rights. But 350,000 white and black American 
eitizens are there existing without any politieal privileges, without 
local self-government, mere tenants at will and -peasants of the soil 
to 70,000 persons of Indian extraction. They can build neither 
roads nor bridges, neither schools nor higher institutions of learn- 
ing, neither asylums for the unfortunate nor refuges for the poor. 
The individual is all, the community is nothing. They cannot pro- 
tect their cities against fire, nor themselves against public epidemie 
or contagion. Such conditions are so contrary to the very genius 
and vitality of the American siandards that their continuance is 
not only unjust to the people immediately suffering them but menac- 
ing to their political neighbors and to the nation itself. We believe 
that immediate relief should be had by them; and if in your wisdom 
Oklahoma alone is not entitled to Statehood, we urge the immediate 
admission into the Federal Union of both such Territories as one 
single state. : 

We are not unmindful of tht treaty obligations of the United 
States to the Five Civilized Tribes, and would not seek their viola- 


tion. Let them be sacredly observed. But we most solemnly assert ` 


that ihe various boards and agencies of the Federal government 
can proceed after the political privileges of citizenship and the 
inestimable right of local self-government are secured to the Ameri- 
can citizens resident there, quite as well as if the present conditions 
of tenantry and political obliteration shall continue indefinitely. 

From the foregeihg considerations, we therefore most solemnly 
pray, petition and memoralize you and your respective bodies to 
grant to the people of Okiahoma and the Indian Territory with one 
government, immed.ate Statehood under such conditions as in yout 
wisdom will best subserve the present and future welfare and pros 
n of the State you shall thus create and admit into the F'ederar 

nion. 
Approved this 8th day of March, 1901. 


~~ 
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EXTRACT FROM GOVERNOR’S REPORT, 1901. 


The people of Oklahoma. are all looking forward to the time 
when our Territory will be admitted as a state in the Union. Wha 
our population, wealth and area are considered, the question at ong 
arises, “Why is Oklahoma not admitted as a state?” We look 
back over the legislation affecting our Territory from the time it 
was organized, and we find running through all of this legislation 
the proviso that Congress may add additional territory of Ше Рие" 
Civilized Tribes and other tribes in Oklahoma when the Indiar, of 
those tribes so request of the President that Indian Territory mar 
become attached to the United States, and we infer from this legisla 
tion that it has been the intention and thought of Congress sine 
Oklahoma was first organized out of the old Indian Territory that 
the entire original Indian Territory should eventually become one 
State. If this is true, then the people of Oklahoma are directly in 
terested in the conditions existing in the Indian Territory, and it 
becomes no only our right, but our duty, if we are to be withheld 
from statehood until that territory reaches a condition to be ad 
mitted with us, to use every effort to advance the social and political 
development of that Territory, to the end that we may be admittei 
to statehood together. 


CHOATIC INDIAN TERRITORY. 


Affairs in the Indian Territory are somewhat choatic. It isa 
question of legislation and not of administration which presents 
itself. The admi stration, under the present laws and conditions 
must necessarily move slowly. There are two questions to consider 
and difficult problems to solve forrexecutive department of the gor- 
ernment to be charged with the responsibility of solving them at 
long range, and it is practically impossible for these questions ever 
to be satisfactorily solved until representatives of these people, who 
are responsible to the people and community directly, are elected to 
Congress with the responsibility of working out these difficult prob- 
lems. The Indian Territory situation is without precedent in this 
country. Whether the legislation so far has been the possible for 
the Territory or not time only will tell. 

* * k 

As before stated, what the Indian Territory most needs is wise 
legislation, which will lay the foundation of an American com 
munity with proper provisions for schools, churches, convenient 
highways, and the exercise of political rights and individual respol- 
sibility. They now have courts, but they operate under a different 
code of laws from Oklahoma, and rights and precedents are growing 
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up which in the future will lead to confusion. Up to the'present 
time, since the organization of Oklahoma, there has been practically 
no intercommunication or sympathetic co-operation between the 
two Territories. If they are to become one state, as the geography 


and natural conditions all seem to indicate, then the present соп-, 


dition should not continue longer, but provisions to bring! them 


under like laws should be made by Congress, at once giving to the ` 


people themselves the opportunity to work out these social and 
political problems, and when that is done I have no fears but what 
they will be solved in harmony with the most practical American 


ideas. 
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